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a ministry growing up: part 2

the growth continues with children’s
ministries

“Whoever can be trusted with very fittle can

also be trusted with mouch. " ~ Luke TETO pastor

jerry koller

Whan aministryisrunning well, why change
things? Usually vou do not. Qur Children’s mid-wask gatharing, FAW.
Friends, was running well undear the direction of Andrea and Kevin Tait
in 2002, Ascommittaed voluntears, they ware able to invest more of
thamselvas than the staff person over them was able to invest due to
other rasponsibilities. As arasult, the ministry and the kids thrivad.

In the meaantime, Children’s Worship, a ministry that has bacome a staple
for almost every church, was facing its own set of challenges. Voluntaers
wara hard to racruit For soma raason, people didn't seam too
intaerestad in halping cut this ministry evan though the demand to run it
remainad high. The current wvolunteerswara overloadad. Frustrations
wara high. Recognizing the handwriting on the wall, Andrea and Kavin
volunteered to take on the rasponsikility of oversaging this ministry aven
though they had their hands full with FOA. Friends. Through prayer and
discussion, it was determined that Childran’s Worship would take a four-
waak rast so thatleaders and voluntears could regroup for a re-launch,
Two months aftar assuming the reigns of the mid-waek children’s
gathering, Andrea and Kevin assumed thea ovarsight of Children’s
Worship.

There ara times when things seem to naturally progress. Many of the
childran the Taits ministared to on Wadnasday wara the same childran
theay ministarad to on Sunday morning. Tharefora, there was no naad to
reacquaint themsealves with a new group of children. This allowed them
to form bondswith the children meore quickly. The taaching material
that was utilizad allowad the childran to conduct worship on theair laval.
Theword of God was taught and worship was conducted with all the
alamants of our adultworship, but on a childslavel. Howeaver, unlike
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the adults, the new Children’s Worship format allowed for more participation on the part of the children.
Forinstance, the children sang praisa songsto God just like the adults. Howewvar, their singing took praise
one step further. Mot only did they sing the songs, they usaed "motions” to exprass their praise as well. Many
of these "motions” were actual A&mearican Sign Language signs for the words that were sung. Som e were
simply creative and interpretive movameants. The energy and upbeat music definitely changed the
atmosphere in Childrens Worship, 5till, the objactive to worship God with evary part of their entire being—
mind, body, heart, and soul, was being achieved in wondarful and areative ways.

In the year or two that followed, the children at FEC continued to grow and flourish through these ministries.
Participation increased, not only numerically, but individually. The children engaged in a number of teaching
methods—crafts, songs, games and other purposeful activities. The more the children baecame involved, the
more they wantad to be involved. This desire led to the formation of team s that would help with sound,
video, worship, teaching, etc. What this means is cur children weara being trained to lead, teach, dream,
design, and carry outvarious aspects of worship thatwas typically left up to the adults to carry out. Cur
childran wara baing trained to ba not just participants, but to bea leadars,

Think about this for a moment. When doleaders bacome leadars? In many church settings, we tend to view
potantial leadars as those who are adults, those whe hava completed High School or College and have
antared the real world of adult life. But just because a person is considarad an adult due to age, doas that
autom atically qualify him or herto be a leader? My firstinstinct would be to say "Moo ” However, leaders are
oftan thrust into their position simply bacause thay are old encugh evan though they may not have beaean
adagquately trained to lead. Parhaps for the first time in our church history, such would not be the case. For
the first tim e in our church history, leaders were baginning to be trained at an early age.

And the process continues...

Next Month. The Emargence of Sing-Sign-Step
. J

"
Eldermvinistry TEAM

firstbaptistchurch ==

chairperson

may 17

1 Mambars viewad a video by the newly renamead SHayd group to be called Vouth Development Company’
PAL (Police Activities League). We will make it avail able for congragation members to view in the lobby.

1 |5 FEC ready for afamale elder? Thisis discussion that is taking place. Stay tuned.

1 A report on the wvarious ministrias taking place: Youth (Sing-Sign-Stap, Children and YVouth, Music, Sanicors),
fallowship with Softball teams for the summer.

1 Othar items discussad wara finances {(which are okay), maintenance of facilities, parking lot re-surfacing,
and contacting membars who have been absent for a whila.

1 and of course, always prayer for each other and our community around us.

~ submitted by Rocky Starland

™ 5t., South Hawven, Ml 49090 (269 &37 : . SouthHawvenFBC




june 2070

] ¢ Kids” Games and Activities
monday" jUIy > ¢ Free Hot Dogs & Water

before the fireworks _ _
kid k ¢ Sharing the freedom we have in
Ids corner par Christ with our community!

south haven ¢ DON'T MISS IT!!

ways you can help

¢ Donate hot dogs!

¢ Loan a gas grill with a top rack—sign up in the foyer if you have one available.
¢ Help with set-up {on July 5).

¢ Cook and/or serve hot dogs (5:30—9:00 PM—sign up for a one hour time slot)
C Be a game leader or helper (6:00—9:00 PM).

———y C Be aface painter (6:00—9:00 PM).

¢ Help with clean-up (July 5 from 10-11:00 PM or July 6
beginning at 5:30 AM).

watch for sign up sheets in the foyer soon!

For questions or more information, contact Andrea Tait (637-1291 or 427-8958).

1635 76™ 5t., South Hawven, M| 490%0 | (269%) 637-1291 |, SouthHawvenFBC.com
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baby shower out of office

All ladies ara invited 1o a baby
shower for Tracy Marshall on
Sunday, luna 27, from 2:00-4:00
FI in The City at FEC. Tracyis
ragistarad at Bakias 'R Us and
Target Ultrascund indicates that
itis a boy. Forquestions or more
information, pleass contact
Brandy Zanteallo (2659-906-0055).

Pastor Jerry will be out of
the office June 13 - 26. If
you have any pastoral
needs during this time,
please contact the church
office or Don Sonnenberg
{EMT chair) and wwe will
gladly help youl

harborfest activities

1 We have a team competing in the Dragonboat races this year!
Come cheer the team onl Races times to be announced.

¢ OnSaturday, June 19, the Sing, sign & Step Team will be
worshipping on the main stage from 1:40-2:10pm.

Grab a lawn chair and sunscreen and join us on the waterfront to
support all of our groups!

’parking lot

closed

On Thursday, June 3, Arndt
Asphalt will be here to seal the
church parking lot (weather
permitting). Please try to avoid
coming to church on this day or
you will have to park out front
and walk back!

softball this month

Com e wpport the FBC softball teams and chear them onl All gam es are held
on Tuasday evenings.

KahlerTeam A

June 1-7:30pm @ Kids" Cornar Park: we. S0, Havan Comm unity Church
Jung - &00pm @ Basaling Middla School ws. First Unitad Meathodist
June 15 - 720 prn @ Grand lundion va Calvary Missionary B aptist
lune 22 - &00 pm @ Grand Jundcion vs Hopa Reformead Church

June 28 - 730 pm @ Kids” Cornar Park ws Bangor Church of Christ

Zantello Team B

luna 1-&00pm @Basaling ws. Hope Reformead Church

June 8- 7:30pm @ Grand Junction vs Calvary Missionary B aptist
June 15 - &:00pm @ Kids” Corner vs. Bangor Church of Christ

June 22 - 730pm @ Kids Cornarvs 5o, Haven Community Church
lune 29 - &00pm @ Grand Jundion vs First Assambly of God

cookies for the
community

For the month of June, we will
be delivering cookies to South
Haven Memorial Library. All
baked goods should be
delivered to the church office by
11:00 AM on June 15; if it is
more corvenient, you can bring
them with yvou to church on the
Sunday prior. ¥We repack all the
cookies, so it doesnt matter
what yvou deliver them in. If you
use a container you wwant
returned, just label it with your
name and you can pick it up
from the kitchen the next time
you are at church. For
questions, more information, or
if you are willing to bake
cookies, bars, or other
homemade treats for this
project, please contact Ann
Sonnenberg (637-3584) or
Annette Koller (269-767-2189)_

1635 76*% St

. South Hawen, MI 49080

SouthHavenFBC . com
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2010 graduates summer is here!
e celebrate with the following high school and As summer approaches, there
college graduates! If their open house & listed, are a few things we all need to
then the FBC church family is invited to attend! keep in mind so that our efforts
bere at First Baptist may
1 Patride Fridfey - Saturday, June 5, from 5:00- continue without any
£:00 pm at the FBC Gty on 76th hindrances. First of all, please -
remember that if you are = o
1 Emily Griffin - Friday, June 4, from 5:00-8:00 scheduled to serve in the DON'T TAKE A
pm at her home {06333 Spring Hill Lane, Mursery or Toddler Rooms, itis N\ JA 7~ AT 1N |
South Haven) essantial that you serve at the \“{LA\S__AILQL\!
time, and on the day, youare  FROM CHURCH
T Maﬁﬁnfﬁn - S-Elturda}‘; June 5; from 1:00- scheduled, Mot Showing up
4:00 pm at his home (06213 Spring Hill according to schedule places an undue burden on
Lane, South Haven) those who may have to fill those spots at the last
. minute. Oftentimes, those positions: wind up being
1 Blaine McGowan - Saturday, June 26, from unfilled because there simply is not enough time to
2:00-6:00 pm at the FBC Gty on 76th staff them at the last minute. Therefore, if vou

realize vou will not be able to serve, please take the
responsibility 1o make sure vou have an appropriate
replacement. Keepin mind teenagers cannot Till
adult slots. In addition, those serving must have a
background check completed and on file in the
church office.
1 Jordan Dobberstein - Associates in Arts In addition to scheduling, please be sensitive to
degree from Lake Michigan College financial needs over the summer months. If God has
graciously blessed you so that you can take a vacation
with your family, | hope vou remember that our

1 Tyler Smith - Saturday, June 5, from 3:00-
6:00 pm at his home (835 Blue Star Hwy,
50, Haven)

1 Reggie Yancey - to be announced

1 Aaron Layendedcer - Double Major in

Endlish and Spanish Secondary Education church’s financial obligations do not get to take such
from Western Michigan University a break. Please remember to worship God by giving
- g back to Him a portion of what He has given to you

during the fun, summer months even whean you are

away from home,

By our being sensitive to these neads, the ministries

of First Baptist can continue 1o function over the
= summer months without any hindrances., Thank you

P
\ for your support.
\ . )
AN
S » C y
£ Dl
=L cooks needed
bt
" Sl . Ye are seeking people who are willing to make and
— — - take a dinner for families in need due to new births,
T ——— R illness, etc | f we can add your name to the list of
If we'te & | God's ohi dran, just think of all Meal Helpers, please contact Annette Koller or the
the cards -2 gabs or Fathars Day ™ church office. Thanks in advance for your helpl

1635 76*% St , South Haven, MI 49080 | (269) 637-1289 ., SouthHawenFBC.com
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worship with the burmese

Wow! 1tis lune already, hardly seems possible. Well, June rmarks ayear on the
road for the 555tep Team. [twas in June that we began our "tour” with the
Armerican Baptist Woren's Conference in Alma, and Harborfest 2070 will
rnake 1 full year (off and on) "on the road”

We had an amazing adventure at the last church we visited! We went fo the
First Baptist Church in Batle Creek and were able to do something there that
we thoughtwould require apassport and a rip outof our country, The
church we visited has been assisting the Burmese people to come to America
and has been helping them get settled with housing, jobs, etc. | had met
David, the pastor, several years ago when FEC hosted the ABC Conference.
David is Burmese and he has a group of young adults in his church that are
hungry for knowledge, experience, information, ideas and creativity, they
wan tto draw children and youth to their church and know that they need
training, information and ideas etc. todo it We got to spend time with these
young people and ask questions galore about their country and their
gxperiences there. They had tons of questions for us too, and there was
definitely a connection made. They were so hospitakle, they kept asking what
elsewe needed, if therewas anything we wanted, if they could go and getus
something or take us somewhere.

Their first service was in English and the second was in Burmese. 3oin the first Sdsie=ls tEhand .
service we were able to sing and pray with them and understand the sermon. :
In the second service... not so much. Ewen though there were many of the
same elements in the service, wewere lost. Their prayers were to the God we
serve, butwe did notunderstand aword of them. lsn'titinteresting that God
knows all the languages spoken and each dialect of sach language? He hears
therm and understands them all simultaneoushy, WOWIITL | tried to pick out
words like Jesus and God that| knew were repeated throughout the sermaon
and prayers, butwhat| thoughtwere theirwords for God and Jesus were
completely wrong. When it came time for us to dance and sign in the second
service, | told the congregants what the song meant and then David
interpreted for the Burmese people. The differences between our two groups
of young people were amazing and yet sowere their similarities, like their
desire to teach and to learn how to share lesus with kids.

After the two worship services and a condolence service that followed, there
weas a question and answer time for us all. | was asked o have a presentation
prepared for themin regard to how the children’s ministry at FBC had begun,
grown and developed over the years. They had tons of quastions; we had
intended to leave by 2:30-2:00pm, butwe were not on the road until S 00pm.
Even then our kids did not want to leave and their kids didn"twant us to go!
We left promising toreturn, and they are planning to come here to FBC for
training.

We are so excited about the connection made between our two groups....and
the fact thatwe did not have to leave the country to experience their culture.
The food of the Burmese people, well.... they had a potuck for us and for
those attending the condolence service, We tried to eat things that locked
Arnerican, butwe were fooled. They eat alot of curry on evergthing
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children’s
worship

sssteppers perspective

Ve went to a Burmese church on May 2, 2010, 1t
has only been about a weeak since wea'va gone,
but it feals like an aternity. 1t was so much fun. |
faltlike | belongead. Evaryone wasso kind to us,
They offered us cereal, but we told them we
already had our breakfast. They ended up
bringing us a bunch meore cereal and donuts.
When they servad us lunch, we saw why__all of
their teen’s platas wara piled higher than the

Sundays
10:30-11:45 AM
5 yrs —5th grade

quest

Wednesdays
6:00-7:30 PM
5 yrs —5th grade

*currenthy on surmmer break,
will resume in the fall

brim! We had so much fun and we have to go
~ marissa branham, ags 13

35 7ah 5t . South Haven, Ml 49090

(269) G3TF-1291

SouthHavenFBC . com




