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hop on

Wihen my sons were very young, it was not uncommeon
for me to give them a piggyback ride when they
became tired of walking. | would turn

around, squat to their level, and tell them

to "Hop on.” They would wrap their arms pastor
around my neck {(sometimes too tightly) jerry koller
and off we would go. Even though my

sons seemed to have an endless supply of energy, there are times
when they just tucker out and need Dad to carry them.

lean-Francois Gravelet-Blondin {(known by his professional name
Charles Blondin) was perhaps the world’s greatest tightrope artist
and acrobat. On June 30, 1859, before a stunned crowd of
100,000 excited people, Blondin became the first person to cross
MNiagara Falls on a tightrope. On a three-inch hemp rope strung
160 feet above the falls on one side and 270 feet above the falls
oh the other, he traveled 1100 feet. Breathless, the crowd
watched him inch his way from one side to the other. IMost
people did not believe such a task could be accomplished.

In the years to come, Blondin crossed the falls again and again.
Sometimes, he crossed on stilts. Sometimes he crossed in a sack.
Sometimes he crossed on a bicycle, in the dark, and ornce he even
carried a stove and cooked an omelet! He even crossed pushing a
wheelbarrowy.

On one occasion though, he asked for the participation of a
volunteer. A large crowd gathered and a buzz of excitement ran
along both sides of the river bank. The crowd * Oooohed!” and
*Aaaaahed!” as Blondin carefully walked across one dangerous
step after another—blindfolded and pushing a wheelbarrow .

(Continued on pagg)
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(Continued from pagg)

Upon his reaching the other side, the crowd's applause was louder than the roar of the falls! Blondin
suddenly stopped and addressed his audience: "Do you believe | can carry a person across in this
wheelbarrow?" The crowd enthusiastically shouted, "Yes, yves, yes. You are the greatest tightrope
walker in the world. ¥You can do anything!"

"Okay, " said Blondin, "Get in the wheelbarrow....." No one did!

Both examples give insight into how many Christians viewr their walk with Jesus. On the one hand,
we make all sorts of claims to God's greatness and love. YWe declare His goodness. Wye ask Him to
guide and lead us. Ve proclaim there is no one like our God. Yet when it comes to getting in the
wheelbarrow, we become hesitant. Ve become fearful. We fail to trust what we have so vigorously
declared.

On the other hand, there are those who live their Christian lives with all the energy, curiosity,
excitement, and faith of a small child. They trust their Father. They know He will ahways be there—
watching, helping, providing, protecting, consoling, and encouraging. And when they tire or feel
they can‘t go on, they know their Papa will either tell them to hop in the wheelbarrow, or He will
squat to their level, and tell them to “Hop on.”

Eldervinistry TEAM
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july 19

f The The Elder Ministry Taam (EMT) met with a potential eldar candidate and spouse for an interview and
discussion of FEC docrine, by-laws and general questions. Candidates that the EMT approves of will be
prasentad to the congregation at a later date to be praved for. After 20 days or more the congregation
will have the opportunity to vote on the individual(s) to bacome members of the EMT.

1 Hall monitors are coming soon to patrol the church halls and rooms during worship time and evening ac
tivities. All thisis an effort to make sura our space is safe and no un-Christian behaviors are taking place.

f Financial review shows that the economy is having an effect on contributions. We are currently about
17,000 behind on our budget (VTD). Budget expendituras have basan cut badck to offsat the short-fall. Just
a raminder. ministry does not go on vacation when we do. Continue to support FEC evan though we
might miss some Sundaysin tha summar. We'll try to keap tha lights on for us.

1 We continue to pray for FEC and its ministries; seeking God's will for decisions that need to be made.
Flease continue to pray for vour leadership team.

1 Mext schaduled meeating = 7:00 p.m ., August 23, 2010,
~ stbmitted by Raocky Starlnd

J

™ 5t., South Hawven, Ml 49090 (269 &37 : . SouthHawvenFBC




august 2010

BIGHOU:

firstbaptistchurch ...." %

e erin blough

julie truer

-

what are we up to?

Big House Ministries inin the process of making an
inform ation al video about what this ministry is all about
and how the church can get involved! Be looking for
more details about when itwill be done and when yvou
can getyour hands on a copy!

BHM alzo participated in helping at a Fostar care picnicin
Haolland atRidge Point Church! We volunteered our time u
by doing face painting and helping set upftake

down games! The point of the picnicwas for fostar

families to get to know other foster families For BHM : :
the point was to make connections with foster fulie Truer, Wendy Creek, Erin Blough & Stephan

families. Ve are connacted to Ridge Point church though | Zantello recently did face painting at a foster care

Wendy Cheek, whom we met on our tripto the pichic in Holland.
Orphan's Summitin Minneapaolis]

WestarcaPicnic

The FBC church family is invited to join other ABC YWest Area Churches for
a picnic and worship time on Sunday, August 15, beginning at 3:00 PM, at
Fort Custer Recreation Area in Battle Creek.

T Swimming I Games T Mission
1 Potluck Picnhic 1 YWorship 1 Discussion
1 Hot Dogs 1 Fellowwship

For questions or more information, see Pastor lerry.

Directions to Fort Custer State Pank
From 1-94, take exit 92, north 4 miles to M98, GoWest 7 miles on b-99 £o
the park entrance.
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welcome
home party

Stephanie Fitton is
returning home after
spending a yvear in Belfast. There will be
a welcome home party for her on
Saturday, August 14 starting at 2:00

P Ii. at the home of Paul & Pat Fitton,
27 Chippewa Ct, South Haven.
Directions: go north from FBEC about 1
mile to Chippewa Ct. Turn left; it's the
fourth house on the right {light green,
name on the mailbox) Come join us for
food, fellowship, badminton and stories
about Ireland. Everyone is welcomel

.

cookies for the
community

This month, we will deliver cookies to
South Haven Hospital. All baked goods
should be delivered to the church office
by 11:00 Al on August 17; if it is more
convenient, you can bring them with
you to church on the Sunday prior. Ye
repack all the cookies, so it doesn‘t
matter what you deliver them in. If you
use a container you want returned, label
it with your name and you can pick it up
from the kitchen the next time you are
at church. For questions, more info, or
if you are willing to bake cookies, bars,
or other homemade treats for this
project, please contact Ann Sonnenberg
{637-3580) or Annette Koller (269-767-
Z2189).

students are
coming!

“‘ C_ornerstone

UNIVERSITY

Once again, approximately 50 members of the
Cornerstone University Track and Cross Country Teams
will be here to voluniteer in the community. They wiill
arrive on Sunday, August 9 and stay through
YWednesday, September 1. Although they are more
than happy to help with odd and end jobs around the
church (weeding, clean-up, etc) their primary focus is
to volunteer for individuals, seniors, or families in the
community.

If you or someone you know of could use an extra
hand with gardening, weeding, mowing, cleaning,
laundry or any other job you can think of, please
contact Kim in the church office to be added to our
list. These kids are pretty versatile, resporsible, and
reliable. We want to encourage them in their service
opportunity and look forward to receiving yvour phone
calll If you think of someone or something and aren‘t
sure ifit "fits” this opportunity, or for questiors and
more information, give Kim a call and talk it over.

N

new class for adults
starting 8/1:
basic principles

Are there basic principles to help p \':;;
us understand what the Lordis = i
trying to tell us through scripture? YE5. Let's take the
month of August and try to discover what these
principles are and howr to apply them to the Bible and
our lives during this 5week study. Join us at 9:15 Al
on Sundays in the Library. For questions or more
information, contact Henry Truer {214-1324).

South
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fbc concert series

Jloin us this fall as we host a series of concerts.

September 19 - Sojourn Reunion

FBC's Dean Newell is a founding member Sojourn, which
formed around 1992. Sojourn was active for almost 15
years before going on hiatus. Over the course of the
years, the band released various CDs while maintaining
the founding members Dean and Adam Parmenter. Styles
evolved, while remaining consistent to the core sound of
Sojourn. While never fully closing the door on any further music, Adam’'s pursuit of
missionary work in the Czech Republic has meant extended periods of inactivity.

Plan to join us as the group reunites!

October 10 - The Allen Family

For the last twelve years, the Allens have had the privilege of
traveling across the United States (and recently Canada) in full
time Christian ministry. Industry professionals awarded Todd,
Michelle, and their oldest son, Caleb, a first place finish at the
2000 National Quartet Convention Talent Search in Louisville,
Kentucky. In the years to follow, the other Allen children joined
their ministry and they quickly became a favorite family group of
thousands across this continent. Todd, Michelle, Caleb, Gabrielle, Joshua, Jared,
Danielle, Abigail, Zachariah, and Christian live in their bus 365 days a year and fill
over 275 engagements each year. Their harmony and humor are sure to thrill your
heart!

dNovember 14 - Mending the Chaos

'Mending The Chaos was formed in a small local church in South
B - Haven around January 2009. It started when several members

B began to feel God calling on their heart to start a music ministry,

{ and one-by-one God prepared and brought these four people
together! Each member is very unigue in their style and
personality, but all have one thing in common, their love for God,
and for people! As the band has been growing, they have ceated
a unigue sound with harmonies, styles and textures of musicl
Mending The Chaos wants people to experience “true® worship, and "awaken® the
\sleepers in today's churches.
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youth rally

Qur 5ing, 5ign & Step group has been participating at a
monthly community-wide youth rally for several months
nowt. In September, FBC will be hosting the rally which
has participating churches from Hartford, Bangor,
Coloma, and other surrounding areas.

Mark vour calendar for Friday, September 17, and watch
next month's nevsletter and future bulletins for more

detailsl

connected

bible on the
beach

the point

unleashed
1 Sunday, August 15-place TEA

1 Sunday, August 22-Erower's
House, 5:00-7:00 PM. We will grill
hot dogs. Boys bring a bag of chips
and girls bring a 2-liter of pop to
shara. Bring a modeast swim suit
and towel if yvou want to swim in
the pool.

1 Sunday, August 29 - Taylor's
House, 5:00-7:00 PR, Watch the
bulletin for more details!

Join us this summer for a YWednesday
morning Bible time on the beach on
August 11, 18, & 25. Meet at church
at 9:00. Bring your Bible and % for
breakfast. Have your ride plan to
pick you up at 11:00.

what was the name of Joseph's

father?
A James E. David

C. Jacob D. losiah

S5outh Hawen, Ml 49050

Most Christians know the name of
Jesus’ earthly father, Joseph. But

(1) Ay ey S5 0 densly

Wirhat did Jesus say his earthly
mission was all about?

A Doing his owwn will

B. Doing God's will

C. Doing the will of the people
D. All of the above

Qo Uy s B85 g dSnsUy

SouthHavenFBC . com
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being filled

Following Jesus” advice on how to stay alive forever is what killed Stephen, the first Christian martyr. Jesus
had said, "Feople need more than bread for their life; they must feed on every word of God” (Matthew
4.4y,

stephen was in the bread business. He was one of seven Christians chosen by the disciples to pass out food
each day to destitute widows. That got him into no trouble, as far as the Bible says. But when he started
feeding people the word of God-teaching them in the synagogue - a maob formed.

stephen got his job because of grumblers. lewish Christians who moved to lerusalem from Greek-speaking
communities abroad complained that their widows weren™ getting as much food as the local widows. 5o
the apostles appointed seven men to handle the food distribution. These leaders had to be wise, respected,
and full of the Holy Spirit (Who's Who and Where's Where in the Eible, stephen M. Miller, p. 25&).

EBeing filled with the Holy Spirit is not magic or happenstance. We are instructed in Ephesians 5158 to "he
filled with the Spirit.” It is our initiative to get it done - once we have become a son or daughter of God
through Jesus Christ. Are Y OU being filled daily?

ProphecyCorner

Thessalonians

In the last installmant we found the rise of tha antichrist, more commonly refarred to in scripture as the
"baast." Thistime we will look at conditions on earth during this tim e known as the birth pains (Matthew
24:8). Of course for peopla who will give their lives to Christ during the initial revival life will be very hard.
mWlany will die for their faith (Revealation &:9-11). 2 Thessalonians 2:2 refars to tha "great rebeallion”. This is lad
by the baast. Danial 8:22-25 givas us soma mora information on him. Ha will lead thea graat rekellion. He will
kill as many believers ashea can because it will be his effort to overthrow the plans of God. He wishes to help
Satan fulfill his desire to bacom e god as stated in lsaiah 14:13-14. This has baan Satan's plan from the
beginning and he hasn't given up the draam. Balievarswill than ba tha enemy of all who will not trust Christ.
His attem pt will be futile. Ha and all who follow him are doomed. During this time we find that cropswill fail
flsaigh 17:10-11) Thisiswhywa ara told that thare will ke famine (Matthew 24:7, Ravelation 6:5-6). This is
bacausa mankind as awhaola isin opan rebellion against God. God will not blass thair efforts. Satan isn't
powerful enough to sustain the world, and for that matter, he doesn't care. Ha only wants his own gain. Mext
time wea will study more about this tima leading into the tribul ation propar.

S5outh Hawen, Ml 49080 |  (26%9] 2 ., SouthHawvenFBC com
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Yife are a little over a month avway from the start of
many of our fall programs. Here are some
opportunities to minister in significant ways. Please be
in prayer as to how God may use you to fill these
needs.

student ministries

YWie will be looking for mature, reliable adults who
have a desire to minister to our teens {(Junior & Senior
High) in a number of different capacities. The
commitment period will run from mid-September
through the end of May.

1 Junior High Sunday 5chool Teacher {grades 6-
R) - curriculum will be provided

1 Senior High Sunday School Teacher (grades 9-
12} - curriculum will be provided

1 Student Worship—Supervisory positions are available
1 eXtreme Truth Gatherings (Sunday Evenings) - Support/Supervisory positions are available.

If you feel you could help in one of these capacities, contact Pastor Jerry.

children’s ministries
YWife will also be looking for mature, reliable adults who have a desire to minister to our childrenin a
number of different capacities. The following are some areas of involvement where help is needed:

1 hildren's YWorship

T Quest {mid-week)

1 Sunday School Teacher for grades K-2nd
1 Sunday School Teacher for grades 3rd-5th

If vou feel you could help in one of these capacities, contact Andrea Tait.

on-
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